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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Volume 12, Issue 13

“Can’t they just not?”
by Dr. Peter Brewitt
This is what one of my students asked as
we discussed toxic waste dumping in my
first spring at Wofford. And while I
suppose they could, in fact, just not – just
turn their trucks around and stop spraying
poison around the Carolinas – in reality,
if you want people to change, you need to
make them change. You need to adopt
some sort of policy.
This was the focus of ENVS 312 last
week – how to make people do what you
want them to do. Without going into too
much detail, there are different categories
of policy that you can adopt, known as
policy tools, which will, if successful, get
people to make better environmental
choices. The students’ task was to pick
one category of policy tool and use it to
make me hold class outside. You got to
see some of these as you walked around
Chandler last week. One type of tool –

Students always enjoy a field trip to Glendale.

the kind of thing most people think of
first, was to offer an incentive…but as it
turned out, the incentive was not one that
appealed to me (it surely would have for
another professor). Another was to
provide information. Unsurprisingly,
studies show that holding class outside is
really beneficial for all involved. This was
pretty convincing…but studies take a long
time to read. The tool that won in the end
was the hortatory tool – a tool aimed at
my feelings. This was a meme campaign,
spread all over Chandler, exhorting not
just me, but all who saw them, to have
class outside, to spread happiness and be a
good professor. This campaign, eyecatching but not time-consuming, won out
in the end. A good suggestion for all you
policy-makers – make things easy for your
target population. We enjoyed a great
discussion out under the trees.
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Upcoming Events and Opportunities
March 14th
Application Deadline at
5:00pm

Northside LLC Application for 2022-2023: Rising sophomores are eligible to apply for the
Northside Living-Learning Community in community sustainability work. This
includes enrollment in two linked courses in Sociology/Anthropology and
Environmental Studies in fall and spring respectively as well as programming focused
on service and learning with partners in the Northside community. As part of the
Northside LLC, you will reside in Milliken House at Northside Station located just a 5minute walk from campus at 501 Howard Street.

March 19th
11:00am-1:00pm
Goodall Center
351 Broadway Street,
Glendale, 29346

World Water Day Celebration: Wear blue and celebrate World Water Day. Ages 4-12
can enjoy animals, educational games, water testing and crafts with special guests from
Spartanburg Water and the Watershed Ecology Center. For more information contact
bradachme@woffford.edu.

March 26th

14th Annual Hazardous Household Waste Collection & Rain Barrel Sale: Rain or shine, all
Spartanburg County residents can bring their hazardous household waste to be
disposed (excluding electronics). Rain barrels will be available for purchase. See the list
of acceptable and unacceptable items.

9:00am-2:00pm
County Administration
Building
366 N. Church Street, 29303

April 1st
Application Deadline

Ongoing

Rachel Carson Council Fellowship Program: Get paid to organize for the environment at
Wofford. Learn more.
Job Opportunities at Teton Science School

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
University of South Carolina – Master of Earth and Environmental Resource Management
The School of Earth, Ocean and Environment at the
University of South Carolina offers several graduate
degrees including the Master of Earth and
Environmental Resource Management (MEERM)
degree for graduate students interested in management
positions in earth resources or environmental
resources. MEERM offers these graduate students the
opportunity to create individualized programs based on
their own interests and goals.
The school’s website quotes, “To ensure a truly
interdisciplinary education, at least one third of the

student’s coursework must be in earth and
environmental resources and one third in
management, finance and economics, with no more
than 50 percent in either field.” This gives students
the flexibility to create their own individualized
degree within a structured program.
In cooperation with the USC School of Law, the
program also offers a JD-MEERM dual degree.
USC – Master of Earth and Environmental Resource
Management
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